United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Lakeview District Office L IV a
HC].O Box 337 - 1300 South G Street US Department of the Intarior
Lakeview, Oregon 97630 I849-I1999
email address: or010mb@or.blm.gov IN REPLY REFER TO:
4200 (015)

February 5, 2001

Dear Recipient:

The Lakeview District, Bureau of Land Management, is proposing to construct approximately 14.3
miles of fence within the ZX Christmas Lake Allotment (#10103). The purpose of the proposed
project is to control livestock and wild horse drift and improve grazing management within the Lost
Forest Research Natural Area and Sand Dunes Wilderness Study Area in northern Lake County,
Oregon (see enclosed map).

An Environmental Assessment (EA#OR-010-2001-02) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)
have been prepared to document the impacts of the proposal. Copies of these documents are
available for review by writing to the Lakeview District Office, HC 10 Box 337, Lakeview, Oregon
97630, or by calling Theresa Romasko or Paul Whitman at (541) 947-2177. The documents are also
available on the district web page at www.or.blm.gov/Lakeview/eas/eas.htm. If you wish to provide
comments on the proposal you must do so, in writing, by March 9, 2001.

Sincerely,

A QDb K7 Wbreance

Scott R. Florence, Manager
Lakeview Resource Area

Enclosure (as stated)



DECISION RECORD
EA LogNo. OR-010-2001-02

Project Name ZX Christmas Lake Fences

Applicant BLM

Address HC 10 Box 337, Lakeview, OR 97630 County Lake
BLM Office Lakeview District Phone No.(541)-947-2177
DECISION RECORD

Decision: The following is the decision of the Bureau:

Construct approximately 14.3 miles of new fence in the ZX Christmas Lake Allotment #10103, as
described in Alternative 2 of EA No. OR-010-2001-02 and shown on the maps associated with the

EA as Alternative C. Fences would be 3-wire design in accordance with BLM standards. Fences
would be designed to prevent livestock and wild horse movement, without preventing wild life
movement. Two miles of the fence would be on the Boundary of the Paisley Desert Herd Management
Area (HMA).

Project Completion:

The Saunders Rim portion of fence is scheduled for construction in spring of 200(. The remaining
fence and cattle guard installation is dependent on funding, but may be constructed as soon as the
spring of 2002.

Rationale:

The fences will help control cattle drift in the West Vaughn and Fossil Lake paswres. Cattle drift from
BLM onto private land near the Fossil Lake pasture would also be reduced. Wild horses would be
prevented from moving outside the HMA near Saunders Rim. The fence would assist in keeping
horses inside the HMA, where more dependable water sources are available. Improvement of
livestock grazing in special management areas including the Sand Dunes Wilderness Study Area, Fossil
Lake Closure Area, and Lost Forest Research Natural Areas will be possible with the new fences.

One positive comment was received during the comment period for this EA. One other comment was
received concerning the Over-The-Horizon Backscatter withdrawal area. A memorandum of
ul;dKeustandi g wi developed to address those comments.

1 :%Vc;# rince «;QMG/'[«/Ma/

Manager, Lakeview Resource Area Date




FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FONSI

ZX Christmas Lake Fences
EA# OR-010-2001-02

The Bureau of Land Management, Lakeview District, Lakeview Resource Areq, has analyzed a
proposal and alternatives to construct approximately 4.3 miles of 3 wire fence in the ZX Christmas

Lake Allotment #10103. The objective of the proposed project is to control livestock and wild horse
drift, and to provide pastures for improved grazing management in the Lost Forest RNA, and Sand
Dunes WSA. This project is in conformance with the High Desert Management Framework Plan and
the 1983 Lakeview Grazing Environmental Tmpact Statement,

There are no floodplains, wild and scenic rivers, known hazardous waste sites. areas of religious
concern, prime or uniqué farmlands in the immediate area. Project construction would occur outside
the Sand Dunes WSA. Lost Forest RNA and Fossil Lake Closure Area. No adverse or beneficial
impacts are anticipated to lands or minerals. 1f found the project will be moved awav from endangered
plants or cultural or paleontological resources.

On the basis of the analysis contained in the attached EA and all other available information, it is mv
determination that none of the alternatives analyzed constitutes a major federal action that would
adversely impact the quality of the human environment. Therefore, an Environmental [mpact Statement
(E1S) is unnecessary and will no be prepared.

AT € Winerce (/14 /e

Scott R. Florence, Manager Date
Lakeview Resource Area




Ik Number: OR-C10-2001-CC

CEOJIRCT TITLE/TYPE: R¥-Christmas Lake Fences

SEOJECT LOCATION: 22X Christmas Laks Allotment #L201C3 (see attachesd map) .

SO DFRICE: Lakeview Rescource Area, Laxeview District

CONFORMANTE WITH 2PPLICAZLE IAND UST Z2LAN: This proposed acticn is subject to
Lhe following land use plans.

Hame of 2lans: High Dasert and/or Warner Lakss Management Framework Plans

(MzPs), as arendsd (1882, 1983, 13%29, ard 1295}, Lakeview Grazing
Management FEIS and ROZ (1982), Oregon Wilderness FEIS and ROD (188% anc
19%1), Wilderness Interim Management Policy (1995}, Vegetation Treatment

on BLM Lands in Thirteen Western States FEIS and ROD (1291), Supplement to
the Northwest Area Noxlous Weed Control Prcgram FEIS and ROD  (1987),
Integrated Noxious Weed Control Pregram EA FOR-013-23-03 (19%4), Lakeview
District Fire Management Plan - Phase 1 (1288), Rangeland Reform ‘94 Frls
ancd RCD (199%3), and Standards for Rangelend Health and Guidelires for
Livestock Grazing Management for Public Lands Administered by the Bureau
cf Land Management in the Statss c¢f Cregon and Washington {1997).

Pemarks: The Lakeview Grazing Management EIS evaluated several different
types of renge improvement orojects for grazing alleotments in the Laksview
Resource Area, including fence constructiorn. Tapnle B-3, Page B-%, shows

proposed fencs censtruction of 63 miles i the 10103 Allotment, howsver

=TT
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the exact locazion of the ferces was rot determined. 37.5 miles oI £«
nave been constructed in the allotment since the Lakevisw Srazing EIS was
finalized '

SURECSR arpd MEETD POR ACTION

The prewosed action would help contrel catitle drift in the West Vaughn and Fossil
Laxe pa tures. Ca utle drift conto private land in the Fossil Lake pesture would
alsc be stopped. Wild horses dr:fc from the West Vaughr Pasture of the Pais_ey
Cescrt Eerc Managsment Area (HMA) could be control_ed. Currently norses are
drifting outside the HMA where no natural water sources OCCur. Thers 1s

potential for horses to die from lack of water without the proposed fence.

The fences in the Fossil Lake pasture would divide the Fossil Lake pasture into
tnre= pastures( MNorth Fossil Laxe, Midcle, and Scuth ~Fossil Lake). The Middle
pasture would include most of the Sand Dunes Wilderness 3zudy Area (WSA), Fossil
Laks lDSJLe bhrea, and Lost Forest Research Neaetural Area (RNA). Grazing use 1n
Lhe ddle pasture would ke limited, and would normally be tralling use only. The
South Toss1]l Lake ard North Foz:zil Lake pastures would not Inclade ary of tnoe
speclial areas llstad abova. Cattle grazing could ke ranazed In the special azess
wizhout affecting the entire allotment. The crested wheatgrass szeding in Lae
proposed North Fossil Lake pasture provides moest of the Zorage 1n the present
Fossil Zaks pasture, Tne crested wheatgrass seeding would ke grazed separate

from tne WSA, RHMA and Fossil Lake Closure Area,



CESCRIZTION of FROEDSET ACTICH:
The propesed action is to construct appreximately 12.5 miles of Zfence in ths

Fossil Lake pasture and 1.2 miles of fence in the West Vaugnn pasture for a total

o7 approximacely 14.3 miles of new fence. See attached Maps. Tne fence would
oz 3-wire design in acceordance with The BLM standaras as outlined in the Lakeview
Grazing EIS3 pages 1-22 throughl-25. Fences would he designed to prevent
livestock and wild horse, movesment without stoppling wildlife mevsment (wilc
horses are present only in the West Vaughn pasture). Maintenance and repair of
the fenzes would pe the resvonsibpility of the grazciny permittee.

ALTERNATIVES:

1) NO ACTION - Do nect construct new fence.

Mairtain the pressnt situation. This would nct allicw new fence construaction fer
maragement of livestock and wild horses. This would limit the oppertunizy for
improved grazing management, =arl allows for drift of wild horses outsids the

Palzley Deserc EMA.

§27  ALTZRATIVE 1 - Remove Livestock grazing and wild horse use from BLIM larnd In
the area. This alternative was considered, but dropped from further analysis.
The Lakeview Grazing EIS analyzed an  alternative to eliminate grazing
Elirinating grazing and wild horse use in the arsa 1s not ccnsistent with the
Becord 2f Decision (ROD) resultirng from the EIS

#3) ARLTERNATIVE 2 (PREFERRED FPLAN) - Implement the oroposzd action.,  Construct
appreximately 14.3 mile cof fence in the Z¥ Christmas Lake allotment #10103

#4) ALTEZRNATIVE 3- Construct the fences in alternate lccations. Consider
alternate fence location. Alternate fence locations outside of special arsas ars
feasinle. Ferce construction withir tne boundaries of special aress would be
itnconsistent with the special area status, and largely infeasible. The most
feasikble alternaze fencs locaticn is shown in green on the attached maps.

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT :

CLIMATE, TOFPOGRAFHY, ELEVATION

The affected area is commenly referred te as the high desert regicon of the Great
Rasin. Annual precipitation in the area ranges from & low c¢f & inches per year,
in the West Vaughn pasture, to a nigh of 12 inches per year Ln the north porticon
¢l the Fossil Lake pasture, Precipitation nerma’ly <oours in the form of snow
durirg the months of Decernber through Marzch. Elevation varies from 4300 to 4700
feest
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ng fiigh  levels of sodium. Soils e moderately d=ep, Lut
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a7 soranls for plant growth. Shads
the maia brusih sp2aoiss. Common grasses incluade bqj-rref

wildrye and pasin wildrye. Fence in the northwes: portlon ot the Fcssil Laxe
pasture crosses & large area plented to crested wheatgrass

FOREST HABITAT
For=st habitat is cgutside the proposed profect area in the Lost Forest RNA

i

area includes, hunting, uss of four wieesl drive vehicl

57

st RNA 1s currertly desigrated as Visual Resource Management (VR
Fence construction is nct propesed in the Lost Forest RNA

The provosed fence separating the North and Middle Fossil Lake pastures 1is
Togated in YRM Class IV, which allcws landscaos alterations te deminate the
lTandscane

The proposed fence separating the Middle and South Fossii Lake(and possikle
alternaze _ocaticns) 1s located within VRM class ZII, alteraticorns may attract
attention but shculd not dominate the view and the scenic guality shculd be
parzially maintalined.

WILDERNESS
The Sand Dunes WSA falls withir the Fossil Lake pasture.

WILDLIFE
Wildlife species ccmmon o the area include coyezes, small mammals, raptors, song
kirds, reptiles and arphiblans common te soutna central Oregon.

WILD ECSRSES
11ld norzes from the Paisley Desert HMA ere present in the West Vaugan pasture,

FISH ANMD AQUATIC HAEITAT, HACARDOIS WASTE ZITES
Fistk and aguatic habltat and hazardous waste sites ars not present in the area.



EVIRONMENTAL IMEPECTS: The potentiel environmental impacts resulting from th=
alternatives relative to the following critical resourcs values were consider

The following is a summary 2f thes results:

Critical Element/ Significantly Critical Element/ Significantly
Resource Value Affected Resource Value Affected
Yes No Yes Mo
&Air Quality X T & E Species X
LECED. k Wilderness {
Cultoarad I e B
Faegoin. s
Farmlanas, facardous Was-zs
Prime/Unici:
Water guality o
wz2tlands/Riparian
Ee Zones “
[Tmmlos wides
Mirsrity
Fouulanions

CESCEIPTION of CTHER IMPACTS:

Mo Rction:
blo charge <o the existing resources of soils, voegecaticon, wilidlife, o
wonla oceur undsr bhis alternactive.  The dricr pocibi=rz wi-F Tis
rees woiuld continuve.  Potzntially wild horses would 22 in danger
Sutslde the HMA, and face death Zrom lack of dependable water,

Alternacive 2: Froposecd Action

VEGETATION AND SCILS

Vegetation and scils will be slightly impacted during construction, threough post
pouncding and venicle use. Vegetation and soils may ke disturimed and compacted.
In the leng term, the health <@ the vegetation & seil ~ommurity is expectead to
improve with improved zrazing managem=nt, and ro long tern detrimental affeots

are axpected.

SCOREST EARITAT
Thes forest hakizat will be maintained in the Lost Forest ENA.

RECREATION
The Zfence northernmost Ience crosses a roce, influerncing recreaticnists, Thes
would have & gate impeding travel, which may need to ke open or closed depending

Lo
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tims of vyear. The area c¢f the greatest recreati

ion use would hav
impacts through recuced livestock use, and l=ss con

flict bhetween hz

Ko fence corstruction weould coow: 1n VRM Class I, ard none is proposed. The
ferce locatsd in VRM Class IV 1s consistent witn ~lasz IV in which landsceace
alterations are ali“W@d to cdominate tThe landscape. The fence locatec in VRM
Class IIT is consistent with the criteria that alteraticns may attract atzention,
but snould nct deminate thae landscape. It should be noted that the Departmen:
2f Tefense (DoD) back scatter radar site is loceted near the area c¢I thes poroposed
fenc=, and this radar facility dominates <the view. Fence construction is
insignificant compared to this facility.

WILCDERNESS /ACEC/RNA

Bansficlal impacts to ACIC/RNA and Wilderrness msy ocuu: with impreved grazing
management, ard reduced use. Fences would ke constructed cutside boundarles of
special aresas for the most part, or on the koundary. The exact fence rccation
may wvary slightly, especially as 1t crosses the Department of Defense (DCD)
withcrawal. Ses mans.

WILDLIFE

Ni_dlife may ke disrupted <uring initial construction. Fences will bz designed
o orovide for wildlife movem=rt s¢ that nro long terr negative impacts to
wildlife ere enp=acted. Wildlife may perceflz freom adziriornal forage as ovarall
healtn of thes ecosyastem —moroves.

WILD HOFSES

#Wild horses weould benerit from the rence -n the Vaughn pasture. The rence wo
prevent wild horses in the Pailsley Desert HMA from straying outside khe HMA,
where water 1n undependalkle. Horses may 1lnivially be conZused with a new Zznce.
Ne long term negetive impacts to wild ncrses would occocur.

=
jl

lrerrative 3: - Alzernaze fence location. Impzcts from this alternative are
entially the same as those for the prerossd acticn.

b

(Y

SECONDARY, INDIRECT, AND CUMULATIVE IMPACTSE.

Beneficlal impacts may ococcur cver time as the overall health of the watershed
improves. Surrounding areas may benefit Ifrom increased plant health, viger, ard
ground cover wihich will assist in stabilizing scils and reducing runcff atftexr
water procucing events. No negative secondery, indirect or cumulative impacts
are euxpscted toc occur frem the oroposea actiarn.

DESCEIZTIZN of MITIGATICN MEASURES and RESIGGAL IMPACTS:

Survays for archeolcgical and poltanical resources would be completed prior o
Zarce construction. The fence lcoccation may be modified to aveid damage to these
escurces 1f needed. Place a sign on the gate crossing the road so thet the

s
ubllc knows access is avellable.



CoNiolin WERD CONSIDERATIONS: HWo noxious weeds are znown Lo 2xist in the project
Almd . Cf weed sites are discovered during construction, they will he
Ereazzd 1n zccoirdantz with the Lakeview noxious weed plan/zh.

SEMNSITIVE ZFLANTS AN CULTUCRAL/HISTORIC FEATURES. No cultural/historical sites
have been reporzed 1 kthe project area, nor are there any sensitive olant

species. If these resources are Zound they will be mitigeted as described under

mitigations.

Th=zresa ZRcmasko, Rangsland Management Specialist
with BLM interdisciplinary review



General Location Map
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